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Overview

The redevelopment of The Woodlands Academy is funded by the Department for Education (DfE) as part of 
the School Rebuilding Programme and the project is being delivered by Galliford Try.  

• The site currently operates as The Woodlands Academy, an academy for children aged 2-16 with special educational needs. The 
school has approximately 136 pupils and 62 full time equivalent staff.  There will be no change to pupil and staff numbers as part 
of the proposals.

• The proposed development includes the demolition of the existing buildings and the erection of a 2 storey, L-shaped building with 
a floor area of approximately 3,300sqm.

• There are currently approximately 35 parking spaces at the site and no cycle parking or electric vehicle charging spaces. The 
proposed development will have 56 car and minibus parking spaces and 14 cycle parking spaces.  Approximately 8 of the parking
spaces will have EV charging points.

• Drop-off and pick-up are currently managed on site making use of the existing hard play area. The new school will have a 
dedicated drop off and pick up area within the site for cars and minibuses. This will improve the management of pupil drop off and 
pick up which will continue to take place on-site. 

• The proposed development includes a new, additional access point for vehicles from Woodlands Drive, and a change to the 
existing access which will become for entry only.

• The new school building will help to tackle climate change through minimising energy demand and using low carbon and 
renewable energy solutions.  This will include solar panels on the roof.  The scheme will also include enhanced landscape planting.
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Site Location
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Proposed Site Masterplan
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Site Access and Circulation
Student Access

Student Secure Drop-off

Visitor/Staff Vehicular Access

Open

Managed

Locked

• There will be no net increase in 
trips to / from the school as a 
result of the redevelopment 
proposals.

• The new vehicular access point 
will create a one-way loop within 
the site which will improve 
circulation for pupil drop off/pick 
up, staff and visitors. 

• The proposals include a secure 
drop-off area for pupils which is 
separate to the car parking.

• The access, circulation and 
parking improvements at the 
site will have a positive impact 
on the operation of Woodlands 
Drive.

New Access Point

Existing access will become one way
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New School Access Details

• The new vehicular access point 
will accommodate two way
traffic and will be designed to 
ensure that there is suitable 
visibility for vehicle drivers.

• The new access will be 
installed early in the build 
process to allow it to be used 
for construction traffic.

• The new access will be set at a 
suitable distance from the 
Hovingham Drive junction.

• In order to create the access
there will be a need for ground 
works and for some 
underground cables/pipes to 
be moved.  This may affect the 
roots of some trees but we are 
looking at how we can avoid 
this.
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Existing and Proposed Parking Spaces

Existing Parking 

Staff Parking
28 Spaces

Proposed Parking

Drop Off / Visitor
8 Spaces

Staff Parking
45 Spaces

Accessible Parking
2 Spaces

Minibus Parking
1 Space

Drop Off / Visitor
6 Spaces

Accessible Parking
1 Spaces

Area used for drop-off/pickup Area used for drop-off/pickup

Substation Service Parking
1 Spaces

Electric vehicle parking
- 8 charging points (including accessible parking)
- 4 future charging points
Cycle parking
- 10 staff and pupil spaces (covered)
- 4 visitor spaces (not covered)
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Scheme Visual – Site Plan
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Scheme Visual – Main Entrance
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Scheme Visual – Principal Elevation
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Scheme Visual – Rear Elevations
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Scheme Visual – Teaching Wing and External Teaching Area
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Ground Floor Plan

• The new building will significantly improve 
upon the existing buildings at the site 
which are no longer fit for purpose and 
are at the end of their operational life.

• The new building will be fit for purpose 
and bespoke to the special educational 
needs of the pupils.  It will include subject 
specific teaching spaces (e.g. ICT and 
design technology), as well as sensory and 
therapy rooms.

Secondary age teaching wing

Nursery and primary age teaching wing

Shared main hall

Main entrance and reception

Dining areas
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First Floor Plan

Nursery and primary age teaching wing

Secondary age teaching wing

Library
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Elevations – North and East
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Elevations – South and West
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Sustainable Design

• The proposals have been designed to target a Net Zero 
Carbon in Operation standard.

• The design will meet minimum building fabric standards 
in excess of building regulations, including high levels of 
airtightness and insulation, controlling solar gain and 
utilising thermal mass to minimise heating demand and 
the risk of overheating in warmer months.

• Natural ventilation will be used wherever possible. Mixed 
mode ventilation will be used in all teaching spaces to 
maintain thermal comfort.

• High efficiency LED lighting coupled with occupancy and 
daylight controls will significantly reduce lighting energy 
use.

• Low carbon energy will be generated through the 
inclusion of solar panels on the roof of the building.

• The provision of heating and hot water will be from 
electrical solutions eliminating the requirement for the 
use of fossil fuels.

• Good daylight will be achieved in occupied spaces through 
the balanced and considered use of glazing avoiding 
excessive heat gain / losses.

• Water efficient fixtures and fittings will be specified to 
reduce water consumption.

• Materials that are durable and resilient will be specified to 
maximise their life span and avoid the need for disposal / 
replacement.

• Appropriate and accessible refuse facilities will be provided 
to encourage occupants to recycle waste effectively.

• Cycle parking and electric vehicle parking spaces will be 
provided to encourage sustainable travel choices.

• Significant landscape planting will contribute to an increase 
in biodiversity and greening of the development.
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Construction Phasing - Overview

• The first phase of construction is due 
to commence in Summer 2024 and 
will be the formation of a new 
permanent access point for vehicles 
into the eastern portion of the site 
from Woodlands Drive.  There will also 
be the need for a second temporary 
construction access.

• The second phase will be the 
construction of the new school 
building and surrounding landscape. 
The existing buildings and the western 
portion of the site will remain in use 
by the school until the new building is 
operational.

• The third phase of construction will 
take place once the school has moved 
into the new building. The existing 
buildings will be demolished, and the 
landscaping will be completed across 
the site.

• During all phases of construction, Galliford Try will carefully manage construction traffic and vehicles to ensure that there are limited 
impacts on the operation of Woodlands Drive, including through avoiding the arrival or departure of site traffic and deliveries during 
the morning and afternoon drop-off and pick-up periods for The Woodlands Academy and Graham School.
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Site Logistics – New Access Construction

• During  the first phase of 
development, new access points 
into the site from Woodlands 
Drive will be constructed – the 
new permanent school access 
and a second temporary 
construction access.

• The footpath to the north of 
Woodlands Drive will be closed in 
this area for a short period whilst 
the works take place. There may 
also be occasional lane closures in 
the road. Any necessary closures
would be kept to a minimum and
agreed with the Local Highway 
Authority in advance.  Alternative 
safe pedestrian routes will be 
provided in the event of any 
footpath closure.

• The new carpark will be 
constructed once the access 
points are operational.

• The school will operate as usual 
across the remainder of the site 
during this phase.

Temporary Construction Access

New School Access
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Site Logistics – Section 1 - New Building Construction

• During the second phase of 
construction, the eastern portion 
of the site will be fenced off with a 
hoarding to create a secure 
construction site. Construction 
vehicles will be accommodated in 
this part of the site

• The school will continue to use the 
existing buildings and will operate 
within the western portion of the 
site.

• School drop off and pick up will 
continue to take place within the 
school site using the hard court
area as it does currently.

• Staff parking will be as existing and 
construction staff will park off site.  
Our surveys have shown that there 
is sufficient space for this in the 
nearby streets around Hovingham
Drive (we counted over 190 un-
used parking spaces during a 
typical working day, far in excess of
the expected number of 
construction staff).

Construction Access points

Secure Fencing

Storage Area

School Access
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Site Logistics – Section 2 – Demolition / Landscaping

• During the final phase of 
construction, the school will 
occupy the new building and 
the eastern portion of the site.

• The western portion of the site 
will become the secure 
construction site so the existing 
buildings can be demolished 
and the new drop-off area, 
staff car park, hard court and 
areas of landscaping can be 
constructed.

• During this phase, there will be 
a limited number of parking 
spaces for staff in the new car 
park therefore some staff will 
need to park in the nearby 
streets around Hovingham
Drive (our surveys have shown 
that there is sufficient space 
for this).

• School pick up and drop off will 
take place on-site in the new 
car park.

Construction Access

New Car Park

School Access

Secure Fencing
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Completed Scheme
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